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On behalf of the United States, I wish Nelson Mandela a very happy 92d birthday. We are 
grateful to continue to be blessed with his extraordinary vision, leadership, and spirit. And we 
strive to build upon his example of tolerance, compassion, and reconciliation. I also join the 
American people, the South African people, the United Nations, and the world in celebrating 
the first annual Nelson Mandela International Day. I encourage us all to heed the call to 
engage in some form of service to others, in honor of the 67 years of sacrifice and service 
Madiba gave to us. We strive to follow his example of what it means to truly give back to our 
communities, our nations, and our world.  
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